Background: Previous studies have reported that ST re-elevation at reperfusion is a sign of limited myocardial salvage by thrombolysis in patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI). On the other hand, it has been reported that even if successful percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) is achieved in epicardial coronary arteries, microvascular obstruction causes insufficient reperfusion of the infracted myocardium, leading to left ventricular (LV) dilatation. The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of ST re-elevation on the microvascular damage and LV dilatation.
